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Medical University library was founded in 

December 1932 at the same time as the university 

itself. 

The story begins from the gift of Arkhangelsk 

Doctors society. We got more than 22.000 books, 

dissertations and journals to establish the library. 

The initiators of this noble cause were 

obstetrician-gynecologist Alexander Andreevich 

Anufriev and surgeon Mikhail Vasilyevich 

Alferov.



23

The library occupied two 

rooms on the third floor of 

the central building. One 

housed a reading room, the 

other a subscription desk. 

The staff consisted of two 

employees: a director and a 

librarian.



During the Great Patriotic War 

(1941–1945) the university was 

faced with a challenging task: to 

continue training qualified doctors 

with a shortened, four-year 

training period.

The library continued its work, 

subordinating it to the 

requirements of wartime.



As of January 1, 1941, the 

library’s total collection consisted 

of 55,941 books and journals, 

including 15,320 copies of 

educational literature and 13,528 

copies of scientific medical 

literature.



In August 1942, the library caught 

fire during a bombing raid. More 

than 8,000 books and magazines 

(6,771 books and 1,537 magazines) 

were destroyed.
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The library's collection needed to be 

restored.

The daily, painstaking work began—

so routine, often unnoticed by readers, 

yet so important to everyone who 

visited to the library.



Despite all the difficulties the librarians faced in their work, they managed to preserve the 

library's core literary collection. Valuable publications from the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries were preserved: a rich collection of old Russian medical books and medical 

dissertations, sets of the "Military Medical Journal," and other magazines and newspapers. 

The staff’s enthusiasm and love for their work helped them overcome any difficulties.
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The library contributed to the common cause of 

training qualified medical personnel in the difficult 

conditions of wartime.
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Library Today

The library provides the 

access to scientific and 

academic literature and 

information required for 

studies and research at 

NSMU 
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Library Today

• 2 reading halls

• hall of electronic 

information

• 2 subscription desks

• 2  book depositories 

• Interlibrary Loan

• Document Delivery

• Online recourses
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Library Services

• Access to online databases

• Literature Search

• Interlibrary Loan and Article 

Delivery

• Consultations

• Training and support

• Computer facilities

• Printing, photocopying   and 

scanning
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Online Library System “Consultant of a Student”
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Jaypee Digital (India)
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Library Website
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Thank you! 
Welcome to the University Library!

Lyudmila Ostasheva, librarian
libnb@nsmu.ru

https://www.nsmu.ru/lib/
mailto:libnb@nsmu.ru

